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The Archbishop in his answer expressed his satisfaction. He
assumed that Mercier would prefer a further informal confer-
ence to be attended, on the Anglican side, by the same persons
as went to Malines in 1921, though in the event of the Conver-
sations being prolonged, the number might later be enlarged.
Actually this was not quite the Cardinal's view. He saw, as he
wrote to Halifax on January loth, two stages:

First stage: The Archbishop would delegate you three and add
a fourth to your number, chosen by himself, his spokesman, in
charge of the programme "which the Archbishop wishes to see
elucidated. Directly we have this programme we would study it,
you on your side and we on ours....

Second stage: With the help of God's grace we reach agreement
on some essential points in the programme. You will go away
assured of a base on which your propaganda may rest; we shall do
the same; and at a further meeting, which several new delegates won
over to your ideas will attend, besides others won over to ours, we
shall resume our talks on an enlarged scale.41

The Cardinal was a little disappointed when his suggestion of
a fourth and accredited representative was politely passed
over, but Halifax could not induce the Archbishop to change
his mind. Halifax even went so far as to suggest that the
dreaded Gore should join the party, to hold a watching brief
for the Anglican episcopate.

Do you think I am mad [he wrote to Portal]? But what would
you say if we should be able to bring Gore with us to Malines for
our next meeting? It is dangerous, but it is necessary to take risks.
To get Gore on our side would be tremendous. He is quite the
most distinguished bishop we have, and if the Cardinal liked the
idea and would let me have a word on the subject, I believe it
would be possible to secure his nomination by the Archbishop
and to persuade Gore to come.42

As a sparring partner for Gore, and to deal faithfully with his